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…And while I believe the capabilities inherent in our network exceeds even 
the foresight of General Cassidy, it is our resilient warfighting team members 
that continue to represent the difference between victory and defeat…and in 
many cases…between life and death. In December, merchant mariner 
Lieutenant JG Kelly Flynn, was operating as a Tactical Advisor, or TACAD, 
onboard the commercial vessel Maersk Perry - although it could have been any 
of our commercial partners. Lieutenant Flynn was tasked with providing secure 
communications and training the crew for contested environments. While 
underway, Kelly’s vessel received a distress call indicating that a boat had 
capsized nearby. Utilizing her experience and communications capabilities, she 
coordinated with international search and rescue agencies and relayed 
information to help the vessel navigate to the location in the dead of night, the 
crew was first on the scene where they located and rescued a distressed 
individual, in the frigid waters of the Aegean Sea. 5-hours later the survivor 
was safely transferred to Greek search and rescue personnel. Unlike other 
forms of military power, logistics prowess presents the opportunity to achieve 

effects by saving lives. Lieutenant Flynn, and the crew she served alongside, highlight the value of all our 
merchant mariners and our partnerships with commercial industry. Now, Kelly couldn’t join us because she is 
on some well-deserved leave. So instead, I’d like all Strategic Sealift Officers, TACADS, and merchant 
mariners to stand and be recognized on her behalf. You are all a vital part of our current and future 
operations…. 

 
…Current events, driven primarily by the acute threat posed by 
Russia, remind us that logistics is a critical warfighting function. 
Before Ukraine’s sovereignty was violated, members of this 
association had already begun delivering the weapons and equipment 
that would directly impact events on the battlefield. Due to the 
expanse of our network, the opportunity to generate strategic results is 
not limited to traditional members of the joint logistics enterprise. 
Helping to match the substantial ammunition requirements of the 
European theater with our significant capacity, were two of our 
teammates from the Army’s Joint Munitions Command. 
 
Over the past 10-months, Ms. Gina Ward and Mr. Patrick Bradley 
have coordinated over 2,800 transportation protective service 
commercial trucks. These vehicles traveled from 8 different munitions 
depots to 4 different air force airfields, where a mix of commercial 
and Air Mobility Command aircraft were waiting for upload.  
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Their efforts helped demonstrate the agility of our network during the largest of 
the 22 Presidentially directed actions, as we rapidly shifted departure locations 
from Tinker to Hill AFB. At the height of this movement, the JMC team was 
managing around 40 trucks per day and coordinating with our other components 
to transport over one-hundred thousand artillery rounds in 16 days.  
 
At SDDC’s Military Ocean Terminal Sunny Point, Mr. Dave Temple led his 
team to synchronize additional truck and rail movements initiated by JMC. In 
North Carolina the Surface Warriors oversaw the loading of over 2,000 
containers and other combat equipment on commercial vessels bound for Europe. 
If you heard of the ammunition, HIMARs, and weapons systems utilized by 
Ukraine on the battlefield, these teams were part of the network that helped them 
get there.  
 

Individuals like Gina, Patrick, and Dave 
understand how to leverage the entire 
Joint Deployment and Distribution 
Enterprise, from surface transport – to 
airlift- to sealift – military and 
commercial. Knowing who you represent, 

I’d be honored if the 3 of you would stand to be recognized. Thank you 
all for your significant contributions to our Nation’s success in the face 
of authoritarian aggression.  
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